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beetle Anobium punctatum (DeG.), damage woodwork and structural wood of buildings. The beetles often produce a tapping sound in their burrows, superstitiously interpreted as a warning of death, which is the basis for the common name, deathwatch beetles. Larvae of several species feed in various kinds of fungi. Some species feed in cones of conifers, some in twigs or vines, others in seeds, some in plant stems, a few in bark of various trees, and a very few have been bred from galls, White (1982) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The present taxonomic work started by examining the Egyptian reference insect collections for material to obtain a general knowledge of the diversity and distribution of pitinids beetles in Egypt. These collections are: Alfieri collection, Faculty of Agriculture, Al-Azhar University (ALFC), Ministry of Agriculture collection, Plant Protection Research Institute (MAC), Ain Shams University collection, Department of Entomology, Faculty of Science (ASUC) and Cairo University collection, Department of Entomology, Faculty of Science (CUC). A field survey of pitinids beetles was carried out to cover practically different geographical localities of Egypt.
Examination and illustrations of the external features of specimens were achieved using M6C-9 (made in USSR) stereo binocular microscope. All drawings were made by a square eyepiece. The ocular micrometer was used in making measurements. The source of local distribution for each species is based on the material examined and published data. Total length (TL) of specimens is here defined as the distance between anterior margin of clypeus and posterior apex of pygidium. Pronotal length (PL) is the distance between anterior and posterior margins of pronotum. Pronotal width (PW) is the distance between the lager points of lateral margins of pronotum. Elytral length (EL)was considered the distance between posterior apex of scutellum and elytral distal apex. Elytral width (EW) is the distance between the lager points of lateral margins of elytra.
Mounting of specimens preparation with drawing of some species was made in the laboratory of insect research, Plant Protection Department, College of Agriculture, Al-Azhar University.
The taxonomic keys used in identification, terminology used in species descriptions and nomenclature and the systematic adopted are according to Fall (1905) ; Sharp, and Muir (1912); Forbes (1922, and 1926); Blackwelder (1945); Hatch (1961) ; Lawrence, and Reichardt (1966) ; Spilman (1975) ; White (1982) ; Mcnamara (1991) ; Lawrence, and Newton (1995) ; Downie, and Arnett (1996), and Philips (2000) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Family Pitinidae Latreille, 1802 Diagnosis: Body strongly convex, elongate and cylindrical to oval; length 1.1 to 9.0 mm; color red, brown or piceous, some with lighter patches of setae or scales in various patterns; vestiture fine, mostly recumbent and / or erect. Head deflexed, inserted into prothorax, in some covered by pronotum; surface smooth, punctate, or rugose. Antennae with 11, 10 or 3 antennomeres, the last 1, 2 or 3 segmented clubs, or elongate, filiform, serrate, pectinate, or flabellate; inserted on frons in front of eyes, narrowly to widely separated at base. Labrum small, transverse or emarginated anteriorly; mandibles small, curved; maxillary palp with four short and slender, or expanded and truncate palpomeres; gula distinct, gular sutures distinct and separate, mentum mostly quadrate; labial palp with 3 small and slender palpomeres, terminal one truncate or emarginated. Eyes lateral, small to large or reduced. Pronotum as wide or wider than head, broadly oval to subquadrate, borders margined laterally, or absent basely; surface smooth, punctate, or rugose; prosternum very short, in some deeply excavated with mesosternum in front for head; procoxal cavities externally open, internally closed. Elytra entire, rarely connate, striae punctate or absent; intervals smooth, punctate, or rugose. Scutellum triangular, small, hidden in some. Legs short to long, with trochantins partially exposed to completely hidden on fore and middle legs; tarsal formula 5-5-5. Abdomen with five, four or three ventrites, strongly reduced in some, sutures entire or obsolete.
In Egypt, the Family Pitinidae is represented by six subfamilies, of them, Anobiinae and Dorcatominae, are studied. According to Alfieri, (1976) , Subfamily Anobiinae represented by six species, only one species, Xystrophorus barbarus Pic, not present in the Egyptian insect collections, in addition to one species in subfamily Dorcatominae.
Key to the genera and species of Subfamilies Anobiinae and Dorcatominae 1-Body round or oval. Antennae with three terminal segments enlarged, asymmetrical, flattened…………Subfamily Dorcatominae ………….……….…..Synanobium parmatum -Body elongate, cylindrical in shape. Antennae untoothed, last three segments elongate, much longer than previous…………Subfamily Anobiinae ……………………………….. Subfamily Anobiinae Diagnosis: Hind coxae elongate with a furrow along their rear margin into which the hind femur can be inserted lengthways. Metasternum and the first segment of the abdomen on different levels and without grooves to accommodate the middle and hind legs. The shape more elongated, oval or rounded with a smooth outline. Antennae slim, the last three segments elongate, much longer than those before them. Sides of the pronotum with a border, at least in the rear half. Prosternum hollowed out at the front to accommodate the head.
Genus Body surface with short hairs. Antennae filiform, with eleven segments, the three last segments considerably lengthened. Pronotum with tubercles, the sides completely bordered (rarely shortly interrupted in the middle). Elytra thickened, short, and provided with hairs and stripes of punctures. Front coxae divided from one another. Ventral surface with a deep hollow between the middle coxae, which extends through the whole of the mesosternum and almost all of the metasternum and is steep at the sides. The first segment of abdomen ventrally longer than the third. striatum Olivier, 1790: no 16: Entomologie, ou Histoire Naturelle des Insectes, aves leurs caractěres génériques et spéciflques, lew description, leur synonymie, et leur figure enluminée. Coléoptěres. Tome second. Paris: de Baudouin. P. 9. Diagnosis: Length 2.5-5.0 mm. cylindrical body, Pale or dark brown colored. Upper surface densely hair with a slight silky sheen; the hairs on the elytra usually give a stripy appearance. Antennae more elongate (in males segments 9-10 together are as long as segments 1-8 combined); the middle segments of the antennae are as rounded on the inner as on their outer surface. Head and eyes are invisible beneath the thorax. Elytra with parallel sides, covered with fine yellowish hairs and longitudinal rows of pits. Vestiture of dorsal surface and legs recumbent or with short erect setae; Antennae 4-8 filiform, cylindrical, or subtriangular.
Genus Subfamily Dorcatominae Diagnosis: Body short, oval and strongly convex. Antennae 11-segments, serrate type with three last segments enlarged, asymmetrical and flattened. Eyes near the base slightly dented. Hind coxae elongate with a furrow along their rear margin into which the hind femur can be inserted lengthways. Metasternum and the first segment of the abdomen on different levels. Metasternum and the front of the first segment of the abdomen with grooves to accommodate the middle and hind legs, these grooves with a sharply raised edge.
Genus VI. 1918 VI. , 23. V. 1918 VI. and 7.V. 1918 (1) Fayoum, 27. V. 1918;  (1) Pyramids, 6. VI. 1918 (ALFC).
(2) Nozha, 2.VI.1918 (MAC). 
